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Certain briefe Oblerva- 


tions and Antiquzries on Mr. Prin his 
Tweleve Queſtions about Church- 


Governement. 


F, Here is no ſight ſo lovely,& taking to the eyes 
{| of all ingenious and fincere hearts, as naked 
truth ; theſe which know its exeellency will 
de | ſtudy to finde it ont, Truth is a jewell which 
WX | lies our of ſight, as it were, in the*bowels of 

iS M2, many reaſons, men muſt ſearch for it, that will 
15 T4 Ot »finde it our, among truthes, this of Church- 
—_ >' Government is not the leaft. There are many 
things this age hatl. brought forth abour it to lirlte purpeſe ; moit 
men beating abqu: the buſh ; few that I have ſeen have diſcovered 
it iN its nature. Some write ſo volaminous, heaping up ſo many 
diſtinions abour ir, that they rather darken the truth then ſet it 
forth, rather intangle a mans underſtanding then in forme it;others 
write ſo full of pafſion,as if they writ with poiſon of Aſpes, rec- 
Koning up mens perſonall failling to diſgrace the Cauſe, not urging 
their arguments to convince the judgemen, ( among theſe I 
have obſerved one Maſter Edwvrds hath the quickeſt pen, and 
I have ofcen thought that book ſhould rather have been writ 
by Door, Peclinton, Door Heylin, or one of the Archbiſhops 
chaplaines, then Maſter Edwards, who hath been ſometimes ac- 
coun'ed godly. ) Maſter Px 1 N, hath begun another way as unfa- 
tisfatory as any ; though we hope there is more candor in his{pi- 
rit : He profefſeth in the biginning ke hath not leaſure to debate 
the controverſie ; and theh its wondered why he propounds thele 
Dveries. For either, firſt hee layes them downe -as poſitions 
uadiſpurcable , undeniable in reſepeR of the clearneſſe of them 
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umto all underftandings, or becauſe of his name to them ; for elſe 
he knowes ( as all know ) that have any light in this contreverſic, 
that all theſe grouds, thelo whom he call indepeygdents will deny, 
and their anſwer would bee negative to every one. Or ſecondly, 
he propounds them as afftirmatives which hee intends to prove 
ro cleere by ſolid argments , and then hee muſt þave leaſure 
todo it; andas yet the others negation is as ſtrong as his affirma- 
tion, for here-is no Preof for it. Or elſe thirdly, as conſiderations 
in which he deſires fatisfaRion as one being in doubt which way 
ro walke, onely thelc —_ for the preſerit move him to be of a 
contrary judgement ; the {tyle of the booke doth nor much favour 
this laſt, as being too full of confidence, and birterneſſe : If Maſter 
PR 1N had ſuck a ſence of the publike diviſions, he would not have 

one to make the breach wider by ſeting forth Oweries ſtuft with 
Fach invetives. I had thought ſufterings had learned Maſter 
PRIN a little meeknefle ; Maſter Pk 1% knowes his name is fa- 
mous abread, & that the common people will think that chat muſt 
needs be true which he plegdes for. Beſides, he knowes that the 
Reverend Aſſembly is now controverting of the thing, and that 
Bneries will do lictle good while Arguments are expeted on 
both ſides : bur ſince they are out let us ſee whatare in them. 


He ſum of the firſt Qwerie, is, whether chriſt hath ſer down 
inthe Word any preſcript forme of government for King- 
dome and'Churches to follow , or whether ( ſeeing there be dif- 
ferent formes of civill governement in almaft every Kingdeme ) 
there is not a latitude, and libertiz:letc chem by Chrilt to chuſe a 
government ſutable to their State. 
If this were granted, what abſurdities would follw ? 
Anſwer. For the Goſpel would be ſtraiter then the Law , Chriſt more 
Exod. 25- 49. nnfaichfull .then Afo/s, Goddet a pattern to Adeſes, which hee 
Hed-® 5* charged him not to vary from a tittle,cthat was bur a carnall Tem- 
ple in compariſon of this,nay it wag a t; pe off the Church under 
thegoſpell, Chriſt ſhould neicker be faithfult as a Husband, Head, 
nor King of his- Church; if he ſhould give others power to order 
ir, to ſajt it as they peaſed to their owne civil governement, not 
ſetting down his own Lawes for them to walke by. In Reve.. 11: 
1,2. you reade of a meafurmg of the Temple ; Now how can you 
meaſure 
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(3), 
meaſure without « rule > The meaning of that, according «to Ma- 
ſer Prin, muſt be thus ( meaſured ) that is, frme it- according to 

your civill State, a miſerable meaſure for a Church, In R-ve/. 20.1. 

its ſaid the parterne of the new Jeruſalem, { which is bur the 

Church in her pureſt ſtate , the ſame for forme with the former 

Church 9 came down from heave, 

Befides,look in this Qwerie and you ſhall finde a contradiion, 
for he askes whegher Church governement may not be framed to 
any Civill State if it be conſonant to the Word, and yet quſtions 
whether there be any rule in the word. 

Secondly, if no preſcript forme in the Word, why not Epiſco- 
pacie as well as Presbyteric ? why ſuch crying down of Biſhops 
as Antichriſtian, for how can that be more Antichrittian then any 
other,ſeceing there is no certain government in the Word ? Ppif- 
copaſie regulated gnd moderated ( if all were knewn )is more con- 
__ and: agreeable to a Monarchcail government then Pref- 

ytery, 

Thirdly, I aske of Maſter Prin, .if Church governement muſt 
be ſured to States, whether Politicians are not more ft to conſale 
about ſtabliſhing it : And why is an aſſembly of Divines Called to 
to ſearch the Word abour it? Surely States men know better how 
ro fit he Common-Wealth then Divines : there mult be ſome- 
thing in it,ſarely, or cHe the Parliament, did very ill co have 2 Sy- 
nod, If the Dofrine be true, throw aſide the Bible, in this mat- 
rer ſtudy the Law; and then it is well done of Maſter Prin to write 
of it, being his profeſſion. . 

Fourthly, Whether Maſter Pris thinks it more: reaſon that the 
State ſhonld be ſubjeR ro Chritts rule, or Chriſt co their direHion; 
thathe Governement of his Church ſhould-be firrei ro Stares, or 
thy to it, I know kis religion. though his reaſon thould ſtand 4 tap 
off, would abhor the thought of i: : if you, and the Presbyteriags 
g0 on that principle,the Saints will hardly: be of your judgment,for 
they think Chriſt is King alone over his Churches, and hath nat 
lefr them to ſubſtitutes, and the politicke conſiderations of men for 
to governe them. . 

Theſe twoplaces you urge out of 1 Cor. 14. 45. an the 17. 
34. where the Apoſtle ſpeakes of doing ll things decently, &c. is 
far from this, it bcing about things that are mcerly circumſtan-- 
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tiall ordering of things in a Church already conſtituted , nee 
of the conſtitution of any Church. 

The ſ{ccond Deere, in lome , is, whether if any govern- 
ment be eſtabliſhed by auy State upoa ſerious debate , evcry one 
is not beund in conſcience ro ſubmit tot, and no wayes to ſeek 
an exemption from it,under paine of being gailty of arrogancy , 
&c. The Scriptures in the margent, 1 wonder to What end Ma- 
fter Prin quotes thein {o little to purpole , —_— that place 1. 
Cor,14-32, The ſpirit of the Prophett are (ubjeRt to the Prophers, 
how tull ro the thing let all judge who know the ſcope of that 
place; by the Prophets there doth he meane the civill Sate or 
the Synud, or both? And is not that ſpoken to a perticular con- 
eregation, tor the regulating the exercile of prophelying ; or doth 
he meane by being ſubjeR,chat the Prophets have an authoritative 
power over the other Prophets ; I Know not What he mecanes 
by that place.The other places, Kow.13.1, 2. of /wbmitting to every 
«rdinance,&c.1t that be trna,then every man is bound to pat eut his 
own eyes,to yeeld to blind obedience ; never to ſearch into the 
truth, for ifhe ſearch and find it contrary to the Word, ke muſt fol 
low his judgmentzand ty follow his judgment is to be a Schiſma- 
tick , to be guilty of arrogancy , &Cc. ta contradict the Word , ta 
oppoſe an ordinance of God; ſo that a man mult inevitably ſinne, 
4akecither part. Is not this to uphold the Papalt tenent -vf belee- 
ving as the Church beleeveth ? &c. I putt to Mafter Prin, if the 
Parliament and Synod ſhould ſer up an Epolcopall gevernment, 
which he thinks 1s Antichriſtian , whether he would not ſpeake a 
word againſt it? Is not this a baſe bondage ,, jmrrare in verba al- 
terixs , tO giveup a mans faith and conſcience to mens direQtion; 
bur if the former be true, then this ſecond muſt follow, if ne rule, 
then you muſt obey what is commanded you. Suppoſe that is 
c@pnmanded may prove untrue , what if that way be not right, if 
that Synod and State ſhould crre , what would you thinke ef it 
then? &c. l 

Secondly , 1 humbly demand of Maſter Pris» whether he and 
the other two holy men wers not juftly ſtigmatiſed and cenſured 
for ſpeaking againſt the Biſhops and Ceremonies ? &c. which 
were ſtablithed by ſo many Synoeds , and Afts of Parliament; 
and how he can excuſe himſclfe from pride- and _——_— - 
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ſach a courſe;for by his owne [<4 te ſhould Mve atuilly obeyed 
and not ſpake a word to the contrary , Such divinity will over- 
throw all the power of Scriptare over mens conſciences , only 
make-that to bind which a Syned thinks gced, | 

The third ®«erie contradicts the firſt , in the firſt hee askes 
whether there be any rule in the Word ; here hce askes whether 
thar government which hath ſufficient , if not molt warant in the 
new Teſtament. is -not te be choſen . In this he cries up the one 

overniment ( which he inſtanceth inthe fourth Yuerie to bee 
Freobyeryelt) as tending to eſtabliſh Chriſtian unity; peace &c. 
that which ſerves moſt effetually to prevent Herefies, Schilmes, 
&c.Here is a bare affirmation ,. and the independents, Noy is as 
ood as your, I. Tets defired Maſter Prix would prove what hee 

yes, that independent government hath uot Tuch exprefſe war- 
raut from the word ( another contradiction ) as presbyreriall ; 
prove that,and yeu ſhall be Aſagurs eApallo; as for the Scriptures 
you bring will little help you. : 

For the fife, its anſwered by way of conceſſion, that it will 
overthrow. all Nationall Chnrches , as not conceiving any ſuch 
warrant in the Word, but for any forme of civill government it 
will ſtand better with them then Presbytery can; the miſchicfes 
of Prysbytery , zre vailed with Orthodoxnefle , and preventing 
Schiſmes, 8c. But if the Saints would pry into the formality, 
tyranny , inſlaving mens judgements and conſciences the Preſ- 
byteriall way, &c. they would look upon it as that which is 
moſt inconfiſtent with their ſpiritnall liberty , and with State 
priviledges.. Its politickly done of you toput the beſt termes on 
your owne way how will you have it take elſe; I will let paſſe 
your bitter expreſſions ( that one man would bee, if poſhble, 
a independent Church, and republicke ſubjet .to no lawes ) 
I thought ſuch language would not ſuit with your fpiric , Maſter 
Prin eſpecially that yow would not ſpeake ſo of them , who 
were your beſt friends in your ſufferings ; which ſtood to you, 
and refreſhed you, when moſt of your Presbyterians ( Epiſcopall 
_— then ) wete ſhie of you , T could name men that uſed 
you kindly , -whom you now implicitlyreproack; the indepen- 
dents give more to civill power then your presbyteriats doe ; 1 
would faine know whether your Presbyterians. doe net _ 
that 
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hat an At of a Synod or a NerSalt Aſſembly is as valid and 
birding in Eccluſiaſticks, as an Act of Parliament in Civills; and 
whether the Parliament can ae j#re contradict their proceedings, 
whether they will athrme thac the Parliament hath any juriſdici- 
0B over them in lethng Eccleſtaſticall matters; this is not a Owuerrie 
withour ground ; for as far as the Independents underſtand” of the 
Pres byceriall Government ia Scotland, iis abfolucely Independent 
tro m the Parliament in relpeRt of decreeing and 1nacting matters 
ot governement ; Onely this honour  Presbyterians give to their 
M agiſtrate, they mult be che execucioners of their Judgements, to 
hang whom they condemae. 

The ſium of the ſixth Qwerie, is, Whether fince the firſt preach- 
ing the Goſpell, beleevcrs multiplying they did not gather into 
Churches which had dependener on, ard was ſubordinate*to Na- 
tionall Synods, &c. And if not to ſhew the place where, and to 
name any eminent Author that ever maintained: the *contrary. 
This 2weric is very bould and daring, yet I anſwere that beleevers 
did as (vone as they were converted gather Inte particular Churches 
5; 45 1$ aPParent, but that they were ſubordinate unto Natiqnall 
Synods, &Cc. [ab jaAace lu eft ; Anil if in miny Kingdomes it.might 
be lo, de ja, yet whether de jwre , and from a patterne in the 
Word that we deſire may be proved. . 

Suppole this ſhould be truc, that there cannot in any Kingdome 
ſuch-3 c hurch be ſhewen for many yeercs; or at leaſt no Writer 
expreſleth it ; it ſo be it can be made forth from the Word, and 
conſonant to the Saints praQtiſe in the Apoſtles times. I know 
no ſuch Schiſme im diflenting from all mens praiſes to follow 
the cleare truth. You challenge all to ſhew you one eminent 
Writer who maintained the lame ; I will not go fo far back into 
antiquity, as to bring you out a catalogue of Fathers, who though 

they had not a cleere light in that way, yet had many ſhrewd hints 
_—_ notions in many things, which *are praiſed by theſe you 
call independents. - There Ke many later Writers as eminent in 
kolinefle , and without difparagement in learning to many 
whom you. tan produce for the other : ( as learned Door Ames 
m Medal. theolog, de Eccleſ. Maſter An/worth , Maſter Cottron, 
with many of this age knowne unto you , to whom you will not 
denie eminencic in learnig}) which have: ſteod for this way ; he- 
des, 
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7 
ſides, doth Maſter Pris think we have no more light Jifcavore. 


| jn theſe dayes abour Church-govyernment, then the g24!y had | 
tor ner daies ; or nu": all the Srints be reqilaced by Farmer 177 
rernes, then ſhould piſcopacie be more  tollowe.! then Prcs! | 
tericgit being as anciontly pratiled, & 25 learacdly Writ for 2s ; 
' x or leco, id © exe is the fame in forme with the tir and 
| ſixth,and as li rele mM it as iN any ; for friſt ke as:es wiaether th 
Law of Nature that teacheth men to ſubject roremicives to one 
pubiike form of governement un a State,doth not reach to fubjeht 


| to a National ot P. ovinclal Synod in Matters © f Ch urCh-govern- 
ment, This is an{wered in the tirft, beſide the I dependent $ think 
that ics as ſutable co to che law of nature re&iaed realon . WC 
for every particular man to have bis vate in that wiich molt con- 
ernes him 3 NOT £O Ave 1WAY his reaſon to another, not tg (ud- 

jet his conicience to any bur to Chriſt ; r ealon, and politickes 
will ſhew, Maſter Pri»,thar there is a ſutableneſſe to the Law of 
Naturc in a Democraticall,and « Ariitocra1 (Call gOvernement (for 
this way of Church- -2OVcrnement 1s made up of both theſe ) as 
in Monarchaall, or meere Ariftecraticall ; belides,Chirſt hath $1 
ven to men no luch power over mens conlciences, as he kath to 
Magiſtrates over mens bodies. To let paile your bitter ſpeeches, 
ſzying that there is no examp.e for partic ular Cont egations, 
(wh ich you call Independents ) except. derived from the con- 
venticles of the Arians, Donalts,and other Heretickes. Leave off 
theſe names of Heretickes, Maſter Pri«, you have been paid 
| cnough With that title, you may bleflc God for theſe conven- 

ticles, in Whick you were remembred with-teares, whey others 
| dur{t not name you. 

Mafter Prixs cighth and ninth Beeres are inſummeall one; 
Thus, whether the conceſſion of one Catholike Church, the Na- 
tiomall afſemblie of the Iiralites, the Synodall afemblic of the A- 

| poſtles be not an infallible proof of NationallChurches of 2 com- 
| mon Presbitery, &c. Its anſwered negatively. And though ke 
ſay that the Independents anſwers are but evaſions, wee ; ſhall 
judge them folid arguments till we fee the contrary. The Nati- 
onall Church of the Jewes cannet be a patterne for us now, be- 
cavſe the covenant of the Goſpell is not inade with any one par- 
ticular Nation,as with the j ewes, but to all perſons any 
B race 
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brace the Golpell, and beleeve in Chriſt . You have no promiſe 
nor propheſie of any Nation to bee holy to God but the Jewes 
Nation,when they ſhall be called agaiue, 

Secondly , neither can Malter Pris ſhew. any Nation, every 

membet whereof is qualified ro make up a Church ; which is the 
body of Chriſt , unleſſe Maſter Pri» will take in all drunkards , 
whore-maſters, &c. tobe members of a Church ; whereas the 
Word ayes, they muſt be viſible Saints;and this cannot be avoided 
in a Nationall Church. Neither is that Afſembly in Acts 15. which 
you call a Synod, any proofe for a Presbyteric:l1l government. 
For firſt, I demand whether that Church had not power With- 
in it ſelfe to debate the bulineſle,and ſertle the controverſie, ſeeing 
there was a great ſtrife among them about it. Secondly I demand 
of Maſter Prin whether Paul ahd Barnabas had not power (being 
Apoſtles ) to determine the matter as well as che. Synod of 
Eldcrs? 

Thirdly whether they went not up principally to prove the 
falſe Apoſtles , that were among them, lyers,for thy told them 
they were ſent by the Apoſtles , to make Kknowne that they muſt be 
Circumciſed . Now to give teſtimony unto this , that they came 
not from the Apoltles, they ſend choſen men to Ierulalem a- 
bout 1t, 

Fourthly', Whether this was not an occafionall meeting , not a 
Synod,which is a colle&ion of the Elders of divers Churches into 
a body, but only ſome of the Church . choſen out and ſent to the 0+ 
ther Church at Iervſalem for advilc. 

Maſter Prin may think as flightty of the arguments: given by 
the Independents (as he calls them) from this head,yet notwith- 
ſtanding his word, he muſt give them leave to judge they are 
ſufkcient,unlefle the authority of Maſter Prix's name be.rgument; 
the Scriptures quoted ſerve to fill up the margent , nothing elſe, 
unlefle you open them and argue from them ; for theſe texts are 
uled by the contrary fide againft you , and as validly (till as yours, 
betore more be ſhowne. 

The ninth ,Qwuerie , Whether the Independents challenging the 
Presbyterians to ſhew a Nationall Church in Chriſts time, be not 
att itrationall and unjuſt demand. Anf. no, if the Scriptare hath 
aforme of -government for tke Churches of Chriſt in after el 
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to walke in; but to you it may ſeem irrationall, whe t urch- 
Governement muſt be ordered according to Civill State,and be caſt 
into that mould, ; 

Maſter Prin from his Quere: falls to his Logicke, and demandes 
whether a Sy1l@iſme framed from the former, viz. No Nuionat! 
Church in the Apoſtles time. Ergo, None ought to be now, be not 
as ab{urde as theſe. 

There was no mecring of Chriſtians in publike Churches,bur in 
caves, corners, &c. They 0.:gkt not to meet in publike Churches 
now, but in caves, &c. : , 

I thought that Maiter Prins Logicke would have diſtinguiſhed 
be tweene the forme ot a thing, and the circumſtance of place in 
the exercile of it, Which 1s letc to every Churches diſcretion, would 
this be a good argum-nt in his logick ? that becauſe the ordering of 
circumſtances of time and place are in the Churches power; there- 
fore the making of new formes of governemt, is, When the con- 
gregation of men argue from the not being of a nationall conſticu- 
tion 6f a c hurch inthe Apoſtles dayes,to the denying of any nov; 
they argue on this ground, being able ro make it appear, thar the 
forme of the conſtitution of the Churches in the Apoltes rime, is a 

atterne for all Churches to follow, and in no Kinde tovary 
2.90 it, 

Again, he demands whether that way of arguing be not as ab- 
ſurd as this ? 

There was no Nation, Kingdome, City, Republike, Catholike 
congregationall,or Parochiall Church in Adams younger dayes,be- 
fore people were multiplied, but a family governement. 

Ergo, There ought to be none but a Family governement now, 
no man would be {o void of reaſon, no truly Sir , neither did the 
Independents think you would be fo void of reaſon, as to father 
ſuch an abſurdity on them, who are are as rationall as your (elfe, 

As for civill goverament,ler men altar it as they will,and if God 
will altar thg government of the CHURCH, as he did from 2 Fa- 
mily into a Nation among the Jewes, and if againe from a Nation 
Go4 willalter it unto a ceconimicall or congregationall , we mult 
yeeld. | þ 
Thirdly, Againe, whether ir be nor as abſurde as this, 

Every man in his infancic is borne deſtitute of religion, reaſon, &c. 
B 2 Therefore 


Therefore he ought to contmue fo waen grown a mart. 

'he Chriſtian Church in the Apoſtles tine, while in her infan- 
cie was not Naionall, but fo and fo, (what I pray ) (not Indepen- 
dent. How know you that, Maſter Pris, we will not take your 
word.) Ergo, It ought not to bee Nationall nowfs Here oblerve 
Reader. 

Maſter Prin accoants the Church in the Apoſtles time, a poore 
weak Church,that had not io much reaſon for things then, as we 
have now ; the Apoſtles,the {tabliſhers of it, weake men ; whercas 
there was more light of che Golpell, and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 
powred out then, then ever ſince ; even private Chriſtians 
being as able to deale in the things of God, as moſt of our Schol- 
lers and Miniſters are now ; yet Maſter Prin compares the follow- 
ing that patterne, the following of a childe jn his infancy,that hath 
neither reaſon nor religion. Maſter Prin, follow you your perfet 
Church, we will follow this infant patterne, and I beſeech you, is 
wot this argument you bring to faſten an abſurdity on them, as ab- 
{urde as this. 

Tke Scriptures were writ in the infancie of the Church, therc- 
fore wiſer ana better Scriptures may be writ now, the Ehurch 
being growne up into a Nation, having ſo many revetent divines 
1n 1t, 

Secondly, You would needs make a Nationall Church State 
mor perteq, underſtanding, and ripe Church then a Congregatio- 
nall ; we would thinke ſo too, if we had a Word for it. 

And whereas you ſay the Hiſtoric of the Ads ſhewes that as 
beleevers multiplied their Church-governement and Diſcipline va- 
ried,its anſwered, if you meane by varying, that things before 
eſtabliſhed by the Apoſtles in any Church was altered, its denied, 
and pray ſhow the place if you meane by varied that they added 
rules for government as occaſion ſerved, we grant it, for as they 
received not the knowwleige of the Goſpel at once, fo neither of 
diſcipline, neither had the Churches necd of all the yiles at once, 
but as God ficted occations ſo he made known rules, yet fo as at 
length to diſcover the whole frame of his Houle , as he did the 
whole mytteric of divinity, ro be as rule to all generations, after- 
ward you ſee what your iogicke is come to Malter-Prir, draw bet- 
ter CON!EqUENCES NEXT, 

Your 
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Your tenth Querie is the fame in fiunme with your fecond,on- 
ly rag + ſpeake in generall, here you perticulariſc, 2nd you ask 
of the Independents whether in conicience they arc not bound to 
ſubmit nato the presbyteriall governement, in caſe Tat the Parlia- 
ment and Synod thould eſtabliſh it; and whether.it would not be : 

high degree of obRinacic, ſingularity, ſelfe end, &c. to oppole this 
forme of governement. 

I Anſwer. If you require this of them,and charge them fo high- 
ly in not ſubmitring, I hope you will ſhcw your authority ; either 
you would have them ſubmir becauſe what they command is of di- 
vine inſtitution,or becauſe commanded by their authority,if in the 
former ſence, they muſt have eyes to ſee it as well as the Synod, 
or elſe their obedience will be Hypocriticall, moſt diſplcaling to 
God ; if in the latter,then the Popes counſcll, decreeing any thing 
mult out of as much conſcience be obeyed by thoſe that be under 
his authority,as the beſt things commanded by a Godly Synod,for 
a quAL enim ad ommne valet conſequentia ; if becauſe they camimand, 
then what ever they command muit bee done; I pur the cale to 
M. Prin, whether when he 'challenzed all the Divines in Eng- 
land to make good againlt them that Epiſcopaci- was not jwre D: - 
Vino, Whether if the King had called a Synod and had concluded ic 
as the moſt Divines thought ; he would have given up his judge- 
ments to their votes, and ſubmirc to their determination, it had 
been hight of arrogancie,ſelfe ends, ſchiſme in Maſter Pri: not to 
do fo, and ſo in point of Law when moſt of the Ju'ges had given 
in ther judgements contrary to M. Prin, why did not hee ſubmit, 
becauſe the contraric was cleare to him, and he had finned againit 
his own conſcience, if he had gone backe one jot from his opint- 
on; What if Independencie ſhould be ſer up, what if the Synod 
ſhould maintaine the errours of Antigomians, &c. \Vas Maſter 
Prix bound in conſcience to fay as they did, to ipcake againſt it 
would be Shilme, FaQtion, arrogancie, &e. Maſter Pri», how is 
your ſpirit changed, what will you now ſubmic to any :[fivg, are 
you become a tune ſerver ? have you given up your faith to other 
men ? When Synods can ſay as they, 47% 15. it ivemeth good ito 
the Holy Ghoſt and us, to lay theſ: things on you, then we will 
thinke we are beund in conſcience to ſubmit , clfe veu mult helpe 
us with new eyes. 
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In your eleventh 2werte you go on in your way of bitterneſſe 

and aske whether thac independencie be not a wombe tg all ſcki- 

ſ{mes, Hereſies, &c. irs Anfwered no, its a ſeminarie of holinefle 

a nouriſher oflave, away to build up unto the tulneſle of -Chriſt, 

your presbyteriall way is a way inſlaving mens conſciences; cruſh- 

10g the parts of theſe Saints which you call Laymen,is a way to de- 

preſſe truth to hinder grouth in grace and Spiritrall communion 
with Chriſt, the Saints ſhall ſoon tinde it fo. 

In the laſt Querie Mr. Prin falles a jering of his brethren. He 

would needs father a childe on them , of presbyterians beget- 

ting; they have put a nickname on them to make them odtous, and 

now hee asketh whether it bee not an infolent proud name, &c. 

nf for any Chriſtian to arrozate, your prisbycerian« have p:et- 

ty lights to defame theſe that are of a contrary opinion ; as if 

one ſho.[.ld call an honelt man thief, and aske a man whether it 

werenot a ſhameful. thing for him to be given to ſtealling. Knew 

Maſter .Pr:n ; theſe men ſcorne the name, they have diſavowed it 1n 

* $e M Simp- © Print; the terme is more fit for yon, theſe whom you ſtard tor, 

ſons \nv0- a termefit for your provinciall, aad nationall Synods from whom 

mic, Nat» there is no apealle, but to whole judgements all muſt ſubmit as to 

_ . an Ordinance of Chrieſt, and though bur ro queſtion what is 

onci], | rent ; . oO. "A 

done by them is to be guilty of fation, {chiſme,arrogancy:thele you 

call independets , confeſſe that they are accountable for their 

ations to eyvety neighbour Church that thall in the name of Chriſt 

require jt, they ſtand not independent from others, but hold com- 

munion With all other Churches, both im the Ordinances , and 

asKing counſell and advile mutually ; to let your other looſe lan- 

guage paſſe, much with what is in the former ; take ſome Chriſti- 

aa adviſe ; remember you have not your hand in darkening the 

glory of any of the Saints;rake heed of defaming 2 way which for 

ought you know may be away of Chriſt ; it will coſt you many 1 

12h aftcr ward if God ſhonld convince you, you know Chriſt will 

never owne birterneſſe itn maintaining any way though con- 

fonant to his Word. Remember , neither you nor the Synod 

are infalizable, but as ſubje& to errors as others ; never more dam- 

nable Herefies confirmed then by Synods ( I ſpeake nat this to caſt 

any blot on Synods, or this Synod eſpecially in which there are 

many holy and learned men ) but to ſhew that a man is not bound 

To 
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Li- in conſcience to follow their decrees npon penalty of fin, arro- 

fle ance &c. And not to ſeek the leaſt exemption from what they 
e 


&, termine whole decrecs may be ſnbje to as great crrours as any. 
h- Oh that a ſpirir of love were maintainzd among theſe which are 
le- brethren, though men differ in jndgemen, mult they needs differ 
on in aftetion ! Maſter Prin if you will needs be buficin this con- 
troverſie leave off your Qweres for wee will deny them all ; fttae 

He your queſtion ; ſer fotth your arguments, open the Scriptures you 
et- quote to hill up the margent,be as breefe as may be; call in your 
nd paſſion and conſider,and doubt-not of an anſwer to whatyou ſhall 
cc, modeſtly ſer forth. 
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